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What’s up with men not 
wanting to dress warmly? 
Gloves and warm coats, 
like umbrellas, seem to 
have earned a “not macho” 
rap among men. I vaguely 

remember 
those guys 
shivering 
at the bus 
stop in their 
Starter 
jackets. 
A hoodie 
under a 

pea coat is a layered look 
that maintains a sense of 
toughness. This reversible 
sweater/coat from Alpha 
Industries has a nylon 
camo shell inside. Grrr! 

 Reverse Abe Sweater, 
$132, at alphaindustries.
com or The Tannery

By Rachel Solar
BostonNOW Fashion Editor

The Public Garden, 
with its light dotted trees 
and delicate snow-coat-
ed branches, is a vision of 
loveliness.  You, in your 
dowdy sleeping blan-
ket coat, rubber boots, 
bulky sweater, and ski 

hat? Not so much.  The 
weather of late has been try-

ing for fashionistas all over Boston.  
“Even though it’s cold out, Boston 
women are still interested in wear-
ing stylish outfits,” says Brianne 
Barett, who along with her sister 
Keri, owns First Date boutique in 
Andover. Try these tips to main-
tain your mojo in arctic tempera-
tures:

 Be Consistent. Match the 
tone of your outfit to your outer-
wear. Pair casual down with jeans 
and rugged boots. With work-
wear, avoid sporty pieces, and 
opt for a dressier coat and boot 

combination. Barett’s customers 
are looking for “more special occa-

sion coats — something stylish and 
different from their everyday jacket,” 
with “bright colors and interesting 
cuts and details.”

 Mind the Details. Feminine, 
flirty accessories help keep you from 
feeling like the Abominable Snow-
man. At First Date “fun and flirty 
scarves are selling out.” According 
to Dina Pradel, style expert and VP 
of marketing of Cambridge-based 
Stylefeeder.com, coats “with shirr-
ing, babydoll silhouettes and even 
bubble hems [are] making appear-
ances.”  But “you’re not likely to get 
more than one season out of these 
fun pieces, so look for an inexpensive 
version to satisfy your curiosity.”

  Boot Up. If you’re a heel-aholic, 
you might want to have a few pairs of 
boots on hand: a flat pair for truly 
treacherous climes, a sexy, impracti-
cal pair to change into, and a pair with 
a rubber sole and a manageable heel 
for a wintry date. You’ll also want a 
tote large enough that will hold your 
spare boots. And keep a plastic bag 
inside it, so when you take the wet 
boots off, you have something to keep 
them from dripping on the tote.

Fro-jo
rising

Hazy shade  
of winter
Winter’s low humidity brings 
out the worst in skin, causing 
cracking and flaking that makes 
us that much more vulnerable to 
the elements. Arm yourself with 
these moisturizers:

 The Deal Farm Soap Com-
pany out of Boxford specializes 
in sensitive skin care. Their soap, 
lotion, shea butter and bath bliss 
feature goat milk and olive oil, 
both gentle on sensitive skin.
(dealfarm.com, $4.50-$18) 

 Caring for your lips is a must. 
Eco Lips’ all natural lip balm 
boasts organic herbs and 
vegetable oils, and special acces-
sories keep it on hand: key ring, 
necklace or clip. (Whole Foods, 
$2.99-$4.99)

 For the body, Dermadoctor’s 
KP Duty/Dermatologist Moistur-
izing Therapy for dry skin is mois-
turizing without being greasy. The 
glycolic acid and green tea lotion 
exfoliates too, helping with those 
pesky bumps on the back of your 
arms and legs. (Select Nordstrom 
locations, $36) � — Laurie Gail

beauty briefs

THE

SHARP
DRESSED MAN

Fantasy
Talk about mojo. These are the boots you keep in your 
bag and lace on just before prime time. Impractical as 
can be. And astronomically priced. But you have to admit 
the workmanship and sex appeal are off the charts. 

Reality 
Inspired by the Louboutin, these are no more practical on 
ice. But you’ll feel fabulous, and they won’t break the bank. 
Hint: Lace them on while sitting on the couch in the women’s 
room at the Hotel Commonwealth. Then strut into Eastern 
Standard like you own the place.

 Michael Antonio Frenzy lace front boots, $89.90, at flyJane.net
 Christian Louboutin Avedere patent lace-front boots,  

$1,250, at Neiman Marcus or net-a-porter.com

 dream big

Warm and dry
What makes this coat so 
dreamy? The nipped-in 
waist, for starters. The 
face-framing hood. And Geox 
technology, which has a 
wicking effect, so even on a 
winter speed walk, you’ll 
stay dry — and 
cute. 

 Geox 
coat, at 
Geox 
in the 
Natick 
Mall

Celebs leading  
the way  These 
celebrities know how to bundle 
up while staying fashionable. 
Left, Angelina dons a simple, but 
classic, long black coat that can 
be casual or formal, while Brad 
couldn’t make it look easier to 
warm up with winter accessories. 
Right, Julianne Moore and Jimmy 
Fallon show it’s all in the layers. 
Julianne’s in-style sparkly dress, 
three-quarter length coat and 
black tights measure up to any 
New Year’s Eve dress coat but 
will shield her from the midnight 
cold. Jimmy pairs simple pieces 
together to create a complete 
outfit, including a masculinetake 
on the big-collared sweater.  

� (Left: AP,  Right: Getty)

Bundling up 
on a budget
By Rachel Solar
BostonNOW Fashion Editor 

Donna Newman is the creator 
of FlyJane.net, an online retail 
destination for “Divas on a 
budget,” young women who she 
saw “were either missing the 
opportunity to be stylish due to 
budgetary issues or completely 
ruining their credit to have the 
newest it-bag.” 

BostonNOW: How can 
fashion-conscious women 
look great in freezing cold 
weather?
Donna Newman: Start with 
a great coat. For a lot of 
women, coats that cinch the 

waist are a great 
choice. Add 
a scarf. They 
come in all 
shapes, sizes 
and patterns. 
I love bright, 
fun colors in 
wool. Make 

sure to grab 
one of the 

season’s great 
gloves. And 
don’t forget 

the boots! Boots are such 
a statement. They can be 
low-key and functional or 
high-fashion and modern.  

BN: What are your dream 
items for a chic winter look?
DN: Michael Kors cashmere 
kimono sweater; Roberto 
Cavalli Swarovski crystal 
logo scarf; Patent leather 
quilted Burberry booties (or 
the FlyJane.net alternative, 
The Smush by Michael 
Antonio).

BN: How do you keep from 
adding bulk when layering 
for warmth?
DN: Keep items close to the 
body. Only use one “bulky” 
item. A sweater over a 
turtleneck, a scarf or a wrap 
over the coat, not both. 
The right fit is the key. Lots 
of women cover up think-
ing they are hiding their 
imperfections. Actually, 
they are drawing far more 
attention to them.  

Cashmere wrap  
at First Date
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Laurie is the senior stylist and makeup       
artist for Candy Girl in Boston 

(candy.girl@earthlink.net)


